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COMMUNITY AWARENESS powered by the Homeless Net-
work System teamed together with Orlando Athletic Training
Academy(OAT Academy) and 47 organizations in Orange County
to increase the awareness of homeless youth ages 16-24. Over
3.500 homeless youth in 21 high schools struggle to live and be a
normal teenager. OAT Academy provided an aspect of fun for
those who attended with face painting. Below are two of the
ladies I work with as I vohmteer with Homeless Network System
tas we assess and provide resources for those needing housing.
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MEET ZEKE: I live in a shelter. I wake up each morning
in a single room with my mother and four siblings. My
sister is 15, my brother, who is autistic the mentality of a
2yr. old, but is 9, my sister 7, and my sister 2, oh and I am
16. We share a bathroom with others on our floor. I go to
the dining hall for my meals which sometimes I miss din-
ner due to track practice. Coach takes care of that. Then I
get picked up by Uber for school. It has been hard academ-
ically since we have lived in 26 states.

OAT Academy helps with physicals, and EKG’s for ath-
letes to be eligible to be in a sport. Many need shoes and
' other necessities. Zeke watched an old pair of black tennis
! shoes by a dumpster 3 days, He picked them up to wear.
Though we provided new ones, he said he wanted the new
running shoes to last. This is only a clipse into a youths

Website: OATAcademy.com Email: lorna.johnson@Cru.org life that have been given them to figure out.




