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God 1o SKU Charging Lives

:: Part of serving in the community is coaching high school athletes and vol-
unteering with the Homeless Service Network where we assess singles
' and families to provide housing resources. FACT: Did you know in Orange
| County, FL, which encompasses 22 high schools, we have 6, 712 home-
. less students from 9-12 grade.

' Meet Amber and her family(left): “I hope my faith journey with God en-
, , courages someone to give hope and new life in Christ. In October of
| | 2022, God required me to quit my job from then till April of 2023. | was

only living on my savings when | was led to move to Florida not knowing | was entering my wilderness
season of being homeless for 7 months with the last 4 months living in a shelter. It was the hardest sea-
son of my life—a new city, not knowing anyone and facing a lot of warfare in the process. | cried so
much. Right before the holidays, God blessed me and my two girls with a place of our own. | learned to
trust and keep my faith in Him. | have no regrets because | know He was with me and I’'m so grateful He
led me to Quest Church and the family | gained through them.”
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Amber is one reason why | continue to volunteer in the community with the vast homeless population. From Janu-
ary 1st, 2023 to date, | am part of a team at one of seven HUB locations that have assessed through conversations
approximately 1,117 persons. As quests share about their spiritual journey, | engage them in further conversation.
From the seven HUB locations, we have been in contact with 6,712 persons whose housing has been impacted in
the last year! Our reach is far and wide and is no small feat! This achievement is a testament to the collaborative
efforts within the community.

The past 3 yrs, |
have been men-
toring and training
Cru Interns in min-
istry skills, finding
their voice as
women, and help-
ing them to be
aware of commu-
nity life in Orlan-
do. The two wom-
en on the side
shared their pro-
fessional journey
as they integrate
their faith in
Christ.
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Young professionals from Cru and the com-
munity engaged in the significance of having
Christ in the center of their professional
careers as young women in my home over

Christmas.



This was the largest in
10 yrs. There were 150
high school students
and 50 volunteers/Cru
staff. | spoke to 90 high-
school girls on Belonging
as God’s child complete-
ly forgiven, not alone,
and God’s workmanship
of beauty. | also ad-
dressed the 200 staff
and students on being a
“LIGHT” for Christ.
John 1:7, 8,9

FastBreak is a Retreat
for High Schools

Five students/
athletes came with
us. Crazy worship
and challenges
from God’s Word
on Joy being in
Christ! Joy can not
be taken away.

Crazy games and team challenges. The | { .
sunglasses say: Jesus Saves, Hope, Slay e =

| . : |
16 high school students made a
commitment to Jesus Christ!
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‘]EL “this is the break through |
have been praying for Skye! “

Skye (above left) Mother’s text
after the retreat
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As Zeke enters the car after track
practice, he says:

“ Coach, the retreat was good. |
especially enjoyed learning about
allowing Christ to live thru me with
the milk illustration...” He went on
to explain more on the way home.

Queeniece told me how much she
enjoyed the retreat! Thank you for
making it possible for her to go to
FastBreak.

Amber (full of Hope)

Lorna Johnson * Website: www.OATacademy.com * email: lorna.johnson@cru.org
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